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Abstract

Photography and film have been actively used in relation to surrealistic artworks to depict human internal desires. The
author of this study uncovered the creative potential of image generation techniques, specifically a generative adversarial
network (GAN), for creating surrealistic artworks in addition to the traditional imaging techniques used in photography
and film, such as cameras, projection, and film editing. This study utilizes a mixed research method involving a
literature review of surrealistic film and media art, an analysis on GAN techniques, and media art project development.
Based on Freidrich Kittler's analysis method for media studies, this research examines the operational methods of GAN
for image generation. The study summarizes the three steps of GAN techniques (data learning, algorithmic statistics, and
model application processes) as showing fragmentary, fluidity and combinatory aspects, which relates well with
surrealistic expressions. Based on the findings here, the author created an interactive media art project, termed
(Viewportery, and compared a surrealistic Al technique with social phenomena pertaining to city development.
(Viewporter) depicts a landscape of a non—existent city and shows this view through a device that resembles a
telescope. Developing this project, the author aimed to visualize the subconscious desires of a group, which the viewer
can internalize through the artwork. This study shows the future direction of surrealistic artworks using Al for image

generation, which is to evoke and drive the viewer’s subconscious desires.
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Surrealism, image generation, artificial intelligence, media aesthetics, media arts
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